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VILLAGE COUNCILS TEAM
UP TO SAVE FOOTPATH
Worlington Parish Council (Chair: Cllr. Nick Foster) and West Row
Parish Council (Chair: Cllr. Michael Peachey) are working together
to record an important track linking the two villages as a Public
Right of Way.
The mile-long route, known locally as Ferry Drove, runs from Ferry
Lane, West Row, to Church Lane, Worlington, and councillors
believe that it has been used by the public for centuries.
However, the route does not appear on the local definitive map,
which records Public Rights of Way, and the government has said
that all such historic routes must be recorded by 1st January 2026
or the public rights will be lost.
The two councils are now in the process of submitting an
application for the route to be recorded, using a combination of
historical documents and modern-day user evidence.
They are now appealing for anyone who has used the route to
make contact to help them prove public usage. Walkers/runners,
cyclists, and horse riders are all asked to come forward.
Cllr. Peachey said, “In order to stand the best chance of getting
the route recorded we need as many current and past users as
possible to come forward, so that we can ask them to complete a
form to support our application”. He added “even if they only used
it once many years ago, that evidence is still vital”.
Cllr. Foster said, “Like many others I’ve used this route since I was a
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child. Hopefully we can find enough people who are willing to help
us to protect this route for current and future generations”.
Whilst using local newsletters and word of mouth to identify many
users in their own villages, they are hoping this appeal may help to
find users who live in other parishes.
The deadline set by legislation has meant that individuals and
community groups throughout the country are now doing similar
checks of their definitive maps to see what might be missing, and
the Ramblers have launched a campaign called “Don’t Lose Your
Way” to identify ancient public routes that are in danger of being
lost.
If you, or anyone you know, has used this route, you are asked to
contact either Nick Foster on 07495 764 609 or the West Row Clerk
Nicola Glading on 01842 337488 or westrowpc@gmail.com

Left: Nick Foster, Worlington PC Chairman, Right: Michael Peachey,
West Row PC Chairman, in the middle are some other local route users.
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Admin Officer: Julie Hallett
Custodians:
Roy Thompson & Desmond Neville
Keeper: David Allen

COUNCIL MEMBERS BY WARD

Town Council working in
Partnership with the NHS
and Army
Since early January this year the Town Council have been
working in partnership with the NHS and the Army to use
both the Jubilee Centre and The Pavilion to run a Vaccination Centre and a Lateral Flow Testing Centre for the ongoing
Covid-19 health crisis.
The tireless work of NHS professionals and volunteers have
enabled the residents of Mildenhall and the surrounding areas to start to return to normal life.
The centres have kept up with the government’s targets to
deliver both doses of the vaccine to the most vulnerable on a
need basis. This work will continue throughout the year and
the Town Council will continue to offer assistance and support whenever it is needed.

GREAT HEATH WARD
Cllr. R. J. Alecock
Cllr. Mrs. F. G. Bristow
Cllr. C. Sykes
Cllr. R. Leaman
Vacancy

01638 711949
01638 713967
07885 850251
01638 515833

KINGSWAY & MARKET WARD
Cllr. J.M. Bloodworth
Cllr. Mrs. J . Busuttil
Cllr. A.F.J. Peachey
Cllr. I. Shipp
Cllr. B.J.Sulman

01638 714255
01638 810517
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01638 713742
01638 712813

QUEENSWAY WARD
Cllr. Mrs. R.A. Bowman
Cllr. G.M. Littlechild
Cllr. M.L. Martin
Cllr. A. Neal
Cllr. N.A. Roman

07966 373063
01638 718878
01638 717450
01638 713930
01638 712679
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M
M ILDENHALL

EDITORIAL POLICY - It is Mildenhall Messenger’s policy to use as wide a range of articles as possible. However, though submitted articles are always
subject to keen scrutiny, statements therein are the writer’s responsibility. Permission is always sought to publish photographs of young people.
The Messenger is the free quarterly magazine for the people of Mildenhall and surrounding villagers.
It is distributed to every household in Mildenhall, and left at major points in West Row, Barton Mills, Icklingham, Tuddenham, Worlington, Freckenham,
Isleham Marina, Beck Row, Holywell Row and Eriswell.

Advertising information please
Telephone: 01638 718337

Copy MUST be received no later than 1st August 2021.
Production Editor: Keith Crawford, T: 01638 718337 l E: keith.crawford@btconnect.com

ESSENGER

Brought to you in association with Mildenhall High Town Council.

2

The Autumn edition is due to be published in September 2021.
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Annual Report 2020-2021
Of Jane Busuttil Mildenhall High Town Council Mayor
This past year has been different from any other!
During the Covid-19 pandemic I must start by thanking our staff for their patience and going above and beyond by
co-ordinating with community groups and members of the public whilst keeping our facilities in good working
order and attending to the many council outside tasks in a safe way. In particular, I must congratulate our Town
Manager Mark Knight for organising new ways of working to keep everyone safe during the lockdowns;
developing methods of home-working where possible and encouraging all councillors to attend our virtual
meetings.
Special thanks go to Kirsty Napier and her Response Volunteers group who worked through the Town Council to
provide assistance for those shielding to pick up medication and shopping in the initial lockdown.
We must also congratulate Sarah Greatorex from the Market Cross Surgery for her tireless work in setting up and
running the Covid vaccination centre in our Jubilee Centre; this has run smoothly, and many compliments have
been given. Seven flu clinics were also held. Since February, we are delighted to also host the local Covid testing
centre, run by the Army. This helps local workers get a test before going into work and keeps our community safer.
I had the pleasure of meeting, and thanking, a volunteer from the litter picking group on our Jubilee Field recently;
what an excellent example of keeping busy and helping our community. We continue twice yearly with the planting
of town barrels and containers for Mildenhall in Bloom, having taken on the responsibility from the Mildenhall
Community Partnership, they certainly brighten up the town!
September last year saw the completion of installation in the playground on Recreation Way of a new piece of
equipment, much used. Recently, we have seen the sinking of boreholes to provide more accessible water; one at
the Thetford Road cemetery and two at the allotment sites. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Cllr
Bowman for her hard work resulting in the wonderful Christmas lights display in our town last Christmas; it lifted
our spirits and brought a smile to many at such a difficult time of year.
Grants given out in the past year include £500 each to the RBL Poppy Appeal, Abbeycroft Leisure and Mildenhall
Social Club plus £200 given to Mildenhall College Academy towards their awards evening. Whilst it has been a
difficult year for progressing projects, the Council has spent considerable time in meetings with Suffolk County
Council finding a way forward on the replacement of Mallards Bridge, which with a financial contribution from the
Town Council, was initially confirmed to be completed in the next few months. Sadly, work has been delayed, as
with many projects due to Covid, extra works needing further investigation and now the wait for UKPN to liaise
with the project but will mean that the footway through from the Barton Mills side of the River Lark will be
restored for all to enjoy as soon as possible this year.
The Council has also managed to get the design for the Cemetery extension on the Thetford Road submitted to the
District Planners and we now await final advice on highways matters before we achieve the long-awaited
permission to start the works, which will include a car park for those visiting the Cemetery.
Finally, the Town Council have also been investing time in hearing about and giving feedback on the early housing
development plans for the land west of Mildenhall. The Council are a statutory consultee for any planning
applications and will continue to be engaged and represent residents’ views on these proposals, particularly in
respect of transport implications.
We plan to showcase ongoing projects later this year when we can meet in person. These include the River Lark
project running alongside the Jubilee Field, in conjunction with the River Lark Catchment Partnership and the
Environment Agency. Another project for discussion with the town will be the development of a Neighbourhood
Plan.
Mayor Jane Busuttil
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Lark in the Park
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Mildenhall High Town Council are very sorry to
announce cancellation of our summer event again
this year due to ongoing Covid risks, although we
fully expect to bring it back next year in all its glory.

Meanwhile, the Town Council’s Events Committee
are already planning for a bigger and better than
ever Merry Mildenhall 2021 to help make up for the
loss of Lark in the Park this summer.
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